
 
 

2018 Scholars of Promise College Preparation Summer Retreat 
 

 
Dear Scholars of Promise Participants and Parents/Guardians: 
 
We invite you to join Hopa Mountain’s Scholars of Promise 5-day college preparation retreat at 
Montana State University in Bozeman! This retreat is for high school students that have been involved 
with Hopa Mountain’s Indigenous Scholars of Promise, Latino Scholars of Promise, and Scholars of 
Promise Programs. We are intending this retreat to be an opportunity for teens to learn about, explore, 
and consider MSU and other colleges/universities, as well as spend some time with other teens thinking 
about personal skills and navigating university life. While on the retreat, you have the opportunity to 
stay in the MSU dorms, although you are not required to do so if you live in Bozeman or Livingston. 
Meals will be provided during your time on campus and participating teens will be accompanied by adult 
coordinators for the entire week. If there are special dietary needs, we ask that these please be 
indicated on the Parental/Guardian form enclosed with this letter.   
 
When: Sunday, July 22-Thursday, July 26, 2018 
Where: MSU – Bozeman 
How: There is limited space, and participation is on a first-come, first-serve basis, so sign up soon by 
sending in the included forms! 
What to Bring: 

 Soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant, and other personal care items. 

 Comfortable clothes and shoes for walking on campus 

 Clothing for activities such as yoga and shoes for casual hiking (tennis shoes are fine) 

 A personal laptop if you have one for work on applications and scholarships 
 
Scholars may bring cell phones, headphones, tablets or any kind of portable electronic equipment and 
food or snacks at their own risk. Hopa Mountain and MSU do not assume responsibility and liability for 
any personal belongings that may be lost, stolen or damaged on the trip. 
 
We request that you read all the included forms, complete them, and mail them to Hopa Mountain at 
the address below no later than June 15: 

 Participant Form 

 Waiver of Liability, Vehicle Permission and Photo Release 

 Emergency and Health Information Form 

 Ropes Course waiver 

 Ethics Contract 
Please feel free to call us if you have questions or concerns prior to this retreat. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bonnie Sachatello-Sawyer, Executive Director      
Hopa Mountain 
234 E. Babcock, Suite E, Bozeman, MT 59715   
(406) 586-2455, bsawyer@hopamountain.org    

mailto:bsawyer@hopamountain.org


Scholars of Promise Retreat at MSU  
Participant Form 
July 22-26, 2018 

 
 
Participant information (to be completed by the youth participant): 
 
Name (as it appears on your primary form of ID):          
 
School:               
 
Mailing Address:             
 
City, State, Zip Code:             
 
Cell phone number:      Email:         
Age:        Date of birth:      Gender (circle one):     M / F 
 
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) name:            
 
 
Briefly answer: (continue on back if you need more space) 
 
1. What are you hoping to learn at during the 5 days at MSU? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All Scholars and their parents/guardians must read the following statements and sign below: 
 
“I understand that by signing below,       (student name) agrees 
to fully participate in all program activities during the five-day retreat at MSU.  I will be responsible for 
my travel to and from MSU-Bozeman.” 
 
Youth Signature: ______________________________________ Date: _____________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________  Date: ____________________ 



 SCHOLARS OF PROMISE 
WAIVER OF LIABILITY AND DISCLAIMER 

 
I, the parent or guardian of       , acknowledge that 
participation in the Scholars of Promise MSU Summer Retreat organized by Hopa Mountain at Montana 
State University in Bozeman means my child will be in a university setting and participating in activity as 
an integral part of this college preparation program. Participants will be visiting a college campus and 
participating in a variety of academic and social activities while on campus and in the Bozeman area.  
Any of these activities may, by their nature, may expose children to a variety of hazards which could 
cause injury. 
 
I am aware of the risks, conditions and hazards of the program activities, and I hereby release, 
discharge, and hold harmless the instructors, volunteers and other representatives from any claims or 
liability arising out of or relating to any injury (of any kind) that may result to my child while participating 
in these sponsored sessions. 
 
I verify that my child has no past or current physical condition that might affect their participation in the 
retreat, other than as described on the Medical Form. In the event my child is in need of emergency 
medical treatment, I hereby authorize the instructors or volunteers to obtain or provide emergency 
hospitalization, surgical, or other medical care for my child. I specifically indemnify and hold harmless all 
above mentioned organizations, their instructors and volunteers from any negligence and all costs 
arising out of the decision to obtain and provide such care, treatment and/or procedure for such 
emergency.   
 
SIGNED:         DATE:      

 

VEHICLE PERMISSION 
 
I, the parent or guardian of      , hereby give permission for the above 
named individual(s) to ride in vehicles driven by the Hopa Mountain program instructors or volunteers 
or public transportation employees during the retreat and in the event of an emergency. 
 
SIGNED:          DATE:      
 

PHOTO RELEASE 
 

I,       do hereby give the above mentioned organizations the right to 
use my or my child’s photograph in all forms and media and in all manners, including composite or other 
representations, for brochures, advertising or any other lawful purposes, and I waive any right to inspect 
or approve the finished product. 
 
SIGNED:          DATE:       
 



SCHOLARS OF PROMISE 
EMERGENCY AND HEALTH INFORMATION FORM 

 
Participant’s Full Name:         Date of Birth:     
 
In the event reasonable attempts to contact me at      (phone number) or  
    (phone number) have been unsuccessful, I hereby give consent for the administration of 
any treatment deemed necessary by Doctor      (physician) at  
    (phone number) or Doctor      (dentist) at   
    or in the event the designated practitioners are not available, then by another licensed 
physician or dentist; and the transfer of the child to       (preferred hospital). 
 
1.  Parents/Guardians/Custodians with Whom Participant Resides: 
Name:        Relationship to participant:      
Address:       Home Phone:   Cell:     
Employer:       Email Address:        
Work Phone:       Work Hours:        
 
Name:        Relationship to participant:      
Address:       Home Phone:   Cell:     
Employer:       Email Address:        
Work Phone:       Work Hours:        
 
2.  Emergency Contact who is Authorized to Pick Up Participant if Parents/Guardians Are Unavailable: 
Name:        Relationship to participant:      
Address:       Home Phone:   Cell:     
Employer:       Email Address:        
Work Phone:       Work Hours:        
 
Name:        Relationship to participant:      
Address:       Home Phone:   Cell:     
Employer:       Email Address:        
Work Phone:       Work Hours:        
 
3.  Medical Information: 
Physicians name:      Dentist name:        
Street address:       Street address:        
City, State:       City, State:        
Phone #:       Phone #:        
 
Date of Last Tetanus:      Known Allergies:       
Present Medications:             
Are there any conditions which could limit participation or result in emergency situation?    
              
Other Medical Information we should be aware of:         
              
Insurance Company:      Policy Holder’s I.D.       
This consent will be in effect beginning (date)    and be annually updated by the parent/legal 
guardian. 
 
Signature of Parent/Guardian:         Date:     

 



For the Ropes Course at Mountain Sky Guest Ranch 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RISK AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY 

 
Although Mountain Sky Guest Ranch and West Creek Ranch (individually and collectively, the “Property”) strive to 
provide participants with appropriate equipment and guidance so that they may safely enjoy activities, such as but 
not limited to a ropes course, hiking, horseback riding, (the “Activities”) for which they may not be skilled, these 
Activities are not without risk. Certain inherent risks contribute to the unique character of the Activities and the 
Property.  These inherent risks and the same elements that contribute to the unique character of the Activities and 
the Property can be the cause of loss or damage to your equipment, bodily injury, illness or, in extreme cases, 
permanent disability or death.  We do not want to frighten you or reduce your enthusiasm for these Activities and 
the Property, but we do think it is important for you to know in advance that there are risks inherent in the 
Activities and on the Property.  The inherent risks in these Activities and the Property include damages and injuries 
resulting from (i) trail and road conditions, (ii) equipment failures, (iii) falls from heights, (iv) collisions with other 
persons or stationary objects, (v) changing and adverse weather conditions, (vi) exposure to water and the 
elements, (vii) unsafe acts by other participants, (viii) interactions with wild animals and insects, (ix) panic or 
anxiety and (x) other known or unknown risks inherent to outdoor settings and recreational activities. 
In consideration of my minor child and/or me being allowed to participate in the Activities and access the 
Property, of which I voluntarily request the right of participation and/or access, I, the undersigned, on behalf of 
myself, or the participant minor set forth below, and my personal representatives, heirs, next of kin, executors, 
representatives, assigns and administrators (hereinafter, collectively, “I,” “me”, “my”, or “you”), hereby state and 
acknowledge the following: 

1.  I am aware that the Activities and the Property entail RISK OF BODILY INJURY, DEATH AND/OR DAMAGE 
TO OR LOSS OF PROPERTY, and I understand the description of these risks is not complete and that other 
unknown or unanticipated risks may occur. 
 
2.   Even with such understanding and appreciation of the risk, I still voluntarily desire for my minor child 
and/or me to participate, and I do hereby fully and irrevocably release and waive and forever discharge 
Mountain Sky Guest Ranch, LLC, AMB West, LLC, The Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation and their officers, 
employees, agents, and direct and indirect owners and affiliated entities (the “Released Parties”) from any 
and all claims, actions, losses and/or legal liability of any kind or nature or description resulting from 
damages or injuries (including death) sustained by me and/or my minor children in participating in such 
Activities and/or accessing the Property. 
 
3.   I do hereby personally assume all risks which may be associated with such Activities and/or my 
presence on the Property. I understand and acknowledge that (a) this is a legal and binding instrument and 
by signing it do acknowledge that I have read and fully understand the waivers and releases contained 
herein and (b) my minor children and I are being allowed to access the Property and/or participate in the 
Activities only as a result of agreeing to the terms of this document. 
 

By signing this document you may be waiving your legal right to a jury trial to hold the Released Parties legally 
responsible for any injuries or damages resulting from risks inherent in the Activities and/or the Property or for 
any injuries or damages or death you or your minor children may suffer due to the Released Parties’ ordinary 
negligence that are the result of the Released Parties’ failures to exercise reasonable care. 
ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST COMPLETE: 

Name_________________________    Signature___________________ Date______________ 

PARENTS/GUARDIANS NEED TO COMPLETE FOR ANY PARTICPANTS UNDER THE AGE OF 18: 

Name_________________________    Signature___________________ Date______________ 
         (Parent/Guardian)                                         (Parent/Guardian)     

Minor Children and Ages ________________________________________________________ 

Organization Associated with: Hopa Mountain 



 

Ethics Contract for Hopa Mountain’s Scholars of Promise 
Summer Retreat at MSU in Bozeman 

Participant Policies and Responsibilities 
 

 
1. All participants are expected to be responsible and respectful and maintain a positive attitude. 
 
2. All participants are required to abide by all rules and regulations as set forth by the camp staff.  

 
3. All participants are required to participate in and to be on time for all scheduled activities 

(unless sufficient reason warrants otherwise). 
 

4. Hopa Mountain will not assume responsibility for routine health care or injuries related to non-
sanctioned activities. Health care provider/insurance company information must be provided by 
each participant as indicated in the parent/guardian consent/health form. 

 
5. Participants are required to inform the appropriate staff of any prescribed medication(s) to be 

taken, health conditions (for example allergies, physical limitations, and special needs).  
Participants should do this upon acceptance into the program and again at the beginning of the 
retreat. 

 
6. All participants must observe the following curfew hours: 

10:00 p.m.   Must be in your own sleeping quarters. 
10:30 p.m.  Must be in your own bed with the lights out. 
10:30 p.m. to 6 a.m.  Must remain in sleeping quarters.  

 
7. Participants are expected to clean up after themselves when using common areas such as 

bathrooms and kitchen and respect all facilities and property that they are visiting. 
 

8. Respectful use of language is a must.  Profanity will not be tolerated.   
 

9. Failure to abide by program rules and responsibilities will result in termination from the 
program. The following system will be in effect: 

 
1st offense = verbal warning by adult staff member. 
2nd offense = written warning and contacting of parents 
3rd offense = expulsion; parent/guardians will be responsible for all fees, other travel costs and 
ground transportation to transport the youth home immediately. 

 
10. No alcohol, drugs or tobacco products are allowed on the retreat and will result in immediate 

automatic expulsion from the program. 
 
11. No weapons are allowed at this program.  This includes cigarette lighters, knives and anything 

that may cause harm to another person or the environment.   
 



12. Cell phones, headphones, tablets, or any kind of portable electronic equipment may be brought 
on the retreat and may be used only when a program activity is not taking place (e.g. college 
tour, information sessions, meetings, etc.).  However, Hopa Mountain does not assume 
responsibility and liability for any personal items that may be lost, stolen or damaged.  Staff will 
have phones for emergency purposes.  
 

 
I have read and agree to abide by the above policies and participant responsibilities/requirements: 
 
______________________________ 
Youth Participant Print Name 
 
______________________________                         ______________________ 
Youth Participant Signature              Date 

 
 
______________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Print Name 
 
______________________________            ______________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature             Date 
 
 

 
As a reminder complete forms must be submitted by June 15, 2018 to: 

 

Bonnie Sachatello- Sawyer 
Hopa Mountain 

234 E. Babcock, Suite E 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

 

Forms can be scanned and emailed to bsawyer@hopamountain.org 

Questions? Call (406) 586-2455 
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DRAFT SCHEDULE: Scholars of Promise College Preparation Summer Retreat 2018 

 Sunday, July 22nd 

3:00 Scholars arrive for check in 

3:30 Welcome and introduction activities 

4:30 Motivation Matters - Independent journaling activity 

5:30 Pizza Dinner 

7:00 College Student Panel: Scholars in College share their experiences  

8:30 Game night and dessert with college students from panel 

10:30 Lights out 

  

 Monday, July 23rd 

8:00 Breakfast 

9:00 Campus Tour 

10:00 Introduction to College Admissions 

11:00 Begin and discuss college application essays in Writing Center 

12:15 Lunch 

1:15 Plant Pathology with Professor Dave Sands 

3:00 Independent College Prep Time in Library 

4:00 Workshop: How do you learn best? 

5:15 Math Session with TRiO 

6:30 Dinner 

7:45 ACT prep 

10:30 Lights out 

  

 Tuesday, July 24th 

7:30 Breakfast 

8:45 Workshop: Self Care 

10:00 Workshop: Finding Your Strengths 

10:45 Snack Break 

11:00 Workshop: Making the Most of Your Time (time management) 

12:00 Lunch 

1:00 Leave on bus for Ropes course!! 

6:00 Dinner 

7:15 ACT prep 

10:30 Lights out 

  

 Wednesday, July 25th 

7:30 Breakfast 

8:30 TRiO Math Prep 

9:45 Workshop: Budgeting Basics 

11:00 Career Speed Dating with current professionals 



12:15 Lunch 

1:15 Chemistry Class 

3:00 Leave for Peet's Hill - Reflective wrap up of week 

5:15 Yoga 

6:30 Dinner 

7:30 Bowling Night 

10:30 Lights out 

  

 Thursday, July 26th 

8:00 Breakfast 

9:00 Families invited to all activities today 

9:30 How to pay for college - Financial Aid 

10:30 Introduction to Native community 

11:30 Honors College Presentation 

12:30 Lunch with remaining students and families 

1:30 Students depart with families, check in with staff before leaving 

 

 

 


